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"Mama, can I have a fruit?"

"Mama, is the soup ready?”

"Mama, where's my handkerchief (=8 )? "
"Mama, my pants (#& ¥ ) are torn (i&$# ) I"

The boys rushed into the kitchen and asked for Margaret's
help. She was a mother figure in the Oratory ( Eii2hz ) in Turin,
Italy, where her son, John Bosco, was the founder ( &l 32 A ).
The Oratory was not only a chapel (/NE2% ), but also a home
for the poor boys who had nowhere ( 2 ) else to go.

Margaret was enjoying her old age ( B% 5 ) in a small, peaceful
village until one day, John, who then had become a priest, invited
her, "Mama, would you please come and help me in the Oratory?”
She accepted and said, "If it is the will of the Lord, I shall go."

Margaret tried hard to take care of the children. She was always



patient, except for one time. The boys were playing games and
paid no attention to the vegetable patches that she had planted
with much effort. All the crops ( 425% ) were ruined ( i%EE ).

"T am so tired! Every day, the boys get into new troubles! Let me
go and finish the rest of my days in peace!” Margaret complained.

Fr. Bosco quietly listened to his Mum and gently looked into her
eyes. Then, he moved his sight (iiZ#% ) foward the crucifix ( bk
+ZREHEZ ).

Margaret understood immediately. "Yes, you are right,” she
had no complaints after that.

For the rest of her life, Mama Margaret stayed with those boys who
were only too young, but indeed trusted and loved her very much.

S Code

“You should do what God inspires you to do. Do not let me be your
concern,” Margherita Occhiena said to her son, John Bosco.

More to

This story is inspired by the life of Margherita
Occhiena (& « BHM) who was a tough
woman, picking up double duties as both father and
mother after the death of her husband. She showed
her sons, including Saint John Bosco (22 %8 B & ),
the examples of faith (154& ), wisdom (£ £ ) and
courage ( 88 3 ) when faced with the difficuities in
life. She was always by the side of John Bosco who
had dedicated his whole life to the youth.

For a chance to win, send the answers to usl!

Questions:

1. Why did the boys in the Oratory call Margaret "Mama“?
2. Who invited Margaret to come to the Oratory?
A.The boys B. Her son, John Bosco

4
To enjoy the audio story, please go to: S
http://www.vaphk.org/files/magazine/voice/jv/JV_503.mp3 (= :
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